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PF 
Luke "mt. 50 5 


Fre * 0 unto them, The IR uf ths 
Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip over then, and they 


that exerciſe authori $4 5 on GH are called 
 Beneſattore, | WES 2 


1H E hi gh and 1 G0 on 
of the Bip Will not allow me to 
take up the time in looking back 
into the preceding Context; T 
ſnall therefore only juſt hint at 
che Occa/ion of the words I have 
now read untb you, and then 
conſider the words themſelves. 
As to the vecaſi ion of them, it was an unhappy 
Contention among the Diſciples, of 'C HRIST about 


Fei 1 and Superiority, in the Verſe which 1 imme- 


* diately 


— 


* 6 as, 


2 Rulers ſhould be Benefattors, 
| a 

diately preceeds the Text, there was alſo à ſtrife 
among them, which of then ſhould be accounted 
the greateſt,” Contention is the fruit of pride and 
ambition. Men that have a mind to be uppermoſt 
in the World can't be quiet, unleſs they are gra- 
tified in it. But all the Diſciples of CHRIST 
were not guilty of this unſeaſonable affectation; 
the twoSons of Zebedee it ſeems were the chief in 
this buſineſs. Its well the other of CHRIST's Diſ- 
ciples had more wiſdom, and more grace, than to 
make ſo much trouble about ſecular honor and pro- 
inne, erte 

I T becomes the Diſciples of CHRIST to be 


humble, and to watch againſt ambition. The meek, 


and the admirable JESUS to quiet the Spirits 
of theſe aſpiring Diſciples tells them, that Tem- 
poral Lordſhip and Dominion did not belong to 
them, that he had ſuperior honors to beſtow upon 
them, after they had ſerved him a while here in 
the world, and that if they would have a little 
patience, he would promote them unto great honor, 
and make them Sit #por thrones judging the tribes 
TTT 
Tarrt buſineſs at preſent was not tobe mini- 
Kred unto, but to miniſters, and it was a vafity in 
them to dream of Temporal Promotion, for 014 
N. ngdom Drove of this world, The high and dig- 
nified Titles of Archonres and BSH i, did not 


belong to them, but only thoſe of Doble, and Dia; 


col. Tempora! Power and Juriſdiction belon 

to the Princes of the Gentiles, and not unto the 
Miniſters of CHRIST. The Kings of the Gentiſes 
exer: ſs Loidfhip over them, end they that excrciſe 


auh 


— 


and ſuitably to the original deſign and in! 
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Rulers ſhould be Bengfattornmnm Z 
A 5 — — 
authority upon them are called Bene]. altoxs. And 
ds themſelves; and in 


them we may obſerve, oO 
1. THE Power that Sopereign Princes are In- 
veſted with, it is a Power of Lordſhip and Domi- 
nion. The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip. 
They do it de ſaclo, and they do it de jure. The 
ſupream Dominion 1s the Loa p; but there is a 
dee Dominion and Power veſted in the Sons 
of Men, GOD is the Sovereign Loxp; but th 
Princes and Kings of the Earth are his Liewtenanty 
his Deputies, and Vicegerents, and have a lawfu 
right to exerciſe Dominion, | | 
2. THE Ends to which they ought to exerciſe 
their Authority ; to the good, the benefit, the ad- 


vantage of thoſe who are under their Authority, 


This is the great End of all Rule and Government 


and the beſt Ends of Government are Prev ented, 


when they that have the Dominion tyrannize 


over the People, and exerciſe their Authority in 


Lordly and Domineering manner ; this Power is 
given for Edification and not jor Deſtruttion, 

3. THE honorable A4ppellation that belongs ta 

them when they exerciſe theirAuthority re ularly, 

rfitntion 

of Government: They are called Benefactors. And 

very properly called fo, according to the notation 


of the Word; becauſe they do good in their places, 


make a proper Improvement of their Powers, and 
are Publick Bleſſings to the World, | 

- THE Greek Word Kalountar, is often uſed for 
Eifr, they are Benefactors, and ſhall be called, ac- 


counted, eſteemed, and highly honored . 
* — 


4 — —j — — 
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— ä ̃ĩ˙ w 6-9: i 2 1 
the Kingdoms and Countries under their auſpicious 
Government. 


THe Kings of the Gentiles were fond of aſſu- 
ming mae keen Titles unto themſelves, and 
ſometimes the good they did to the Publick, juſtly 
merited {ome memorable Appellation. So one 
of the ÆAgytian Prolomies had the name of Euer- 
getees, and if Tertullis the Orator might be be- 

e Felix the Roman Governcur for the Pro- 
vince of 7udea Was a happy Ruler, and might well 
be called a Benefactor; for this is the Encomium 
given of him. Afts 24. 2. Seeing ihat by thee we 
exoy great quietneſs,and that very worthy decds arg 
done unto this nation by thy providence, &c, This 
was an Excellent commendation of Feix, his Go: FN 
vernment, if it had been 77xe and fpoken without | 
flatterr. But Tacitus ſays of Felix that he was 
Inexplehilis Gurges an Inſatiable Gulph of Cove- f 
touſneſs, The 7emiſhHiſtirian ſpeaks of his Incon- 18 
tinency, and the Sacred Story gives us reaſon enô Le 
to think that he was Intemperate and Unjuſt; or 


D Sr 


elſe he would not have trembled * did, when * | 

the Aoſtle reaſoned before bign of righteouſneſs, ane 1 

of temperance, and of the Judgment to come, And 1 
| wad a 


a Man of fo much Corruption, could never make | ** 
2 good Governoyr, The Pretended Succeſſors of of i 
Peter have allo aſſumed the venęrable names of 
F Fius, & Clement, & Innocent, & Boniface ; as if they He 
| _excell'd other Men in Piety, Clemency, Innocency 2 
F and good works; but the World knows how poorly ! — 
they have anſwered theſe honorary Titles. 
Bur this is the honorable Appellation which 


* 


belongs unto the Princes oſ the Earth when they | , + 
a | _ | Exerciſe. A 


1 = 


F 


1 —Rnb-rs ol be Eon” _ 5 
r Exerciſe their Authority! to the be be ſt metals | 
up Ohe PE O. · 

_ | Peoples They are Bene aiigys.4\ Tis 155 Fong be 
; | be ſüch, and when they are ſuch it is their Glory 
7 and their FT  Accarpingly | the: e Dee 
TH 4 7. 10 is 1 Duty 2 bee 7 thaſe 
1 that are in Authority to be He neſa org. So to lau: 
n i prove thePozver & Authority giyen them from! 
S | Above WAN 1977 may delerfe: iq be ſo called 


1 e 2 110 1 vo Id q 
* * er this Deg Ts 01 wa ul ld fore . 0 


i. 

5 85 a 1 1. TH A T the Bivie p avidencs 1 
5 a Exerciſe Anhopit . 7 Other 6. And 
| E we may conſider, en da v 
A 1 HOES 41 the Supred iv. Den 4 155 
= ' Dominion and fear 75 with Hi, Hep 
0 . 'Agdom, the #oprP, In the 9. 0% for obe. 
7 1 1 wy Authority IS. * neſt Sovereign, Abſa- 
@ . ea Supream. He is Higher than ihe /. 
oF of the Kar iD ; He hath 4: * auc above tpery Nui e. 
of Al humane Power is Derivatipe, but His is an 
* 3 _ nal, a Eternal & Independent Peper; 

= is the Hie ſſed and Anly;Prromeinte : 5 He is the: 

405 ee „Immortal, Inviſible, the only Wiſe 
Power 2 — = Pefengs "Fg Popuniong gud the 
* Ap Hig Dominion is ths. moſt Runte 6. 
74 As Fe is bs ts GO Dale LO 15. 
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| 6 Rulers ſhould be Benefatlors. 

' \_—Greator of all ihe Ends of the Earth, So He is the 
Gebt rn among the nations, and all Creatures 
in u¹t. Rares of bis dominion are under His Rule 8 

_ Gubegtation. ' © 211.2] T fin 

TE Princes of the Earth had their Proprietary 
Governments. The bead of Syria is Damaſcus, and 
ihe bead of Damaſcas is Regin, 1. e. Damaſcus is 2 
the Capital City of Syria, and Rain is King | V 

thereof. The head of Ephraim is Samara ,, and ibe | tl 
head of Samaria is Remalal's fon, Ifa. 7. 8. But | on 
GOD 1s the Head and King over all the Countries | m 
and Kingdoms of the World; their Powers are li- II 
mited & confined unto their own narrow Diſtricts | in 
and Territories; but GOD is a univerſal King; | ov 
He rule:h by bis power for ever, bis «yes bebold the ſti 
tations, Pſal. 66.7. He hath eſtabliſhed his throne | hu 
in the Heaven, and his kingdom ruleth oer all; |- 1s 
There the Anticnt of days does it, and is waited: Pr 
upon with State and Magnificence, the glorious | tu: 
Angels are His royal Attendance, and there is an | plc 

5 Innumerable Company of them. The Charzors of | Pr 

4 God are tw my thouſand, even thouſards of Angels, | Wi 

Oo ts in the midſt of them, as in Sinai, in bis holy thi 
Mee. 1 | 

"ans as the Supream and Sovereign Lox p, He | £4 

gives Laos unto the whole Creation; He orders | He 

all the times and the changes that go over the | For 

Kingdoms, and the Countries; and in all His Ad- ſho 

miniſtrations He is excellent in Power, and in | Far 

Fudg Rent, and in Plenty of Fuſtice ;, and tho Hip | pro 

F Judgments are a great deep, and we cannot know | ts: ; 

them by reaſon of darkneſs ; yet we ſhould always | the: 

rererence and adore the rectitude of His governing | inc; 
py Providence, 


x 
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Providence, and be ready. to pay that juſt neknow- 


| ledgement unto GOD, Pſal. 97. 2. Though clouds 


and darkneſs are round about him, yet Rightcouſ- 
neſs and Fudgment are the habitation of bis throne, 


2. THE Divine Providence calls ſome from 


among men, to exerciſe Authority over others. The 


Wiſdom of GOD has Eſtabliſhed a Government in 
the World, and ordained that there ſhould be a rule 
over Men; and the World without it would no 


more be a Coſmos but a Chaos. When Lycurgus was 


Importuned by one to eſtabliſh a popular Parity 


in the State, Do thou ſays he, firſt begin it in thy 


own Family. Civil Government is of Divine In- 
ſtitution; and the Inſtitution is ſo neceſſary that 
human Societies cannot ſubſiſt without it. There 


is a Rule even in the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and a 


Prince of the Power of the Air. The light of Na- 


ture led the Nations to practiſe upon this Princi- 
ple: the Gentiles had their Kings. But the Divine 


Providence over-rules ; and GOP that Governs the 
World puts the Scepter into their hands. Hence 
the Prophet Daniel tells Be//ſhaz2ar, Dan. 5. 18. 
The mnit high God gave unto Nebuchadnezzar tl 
Fatler a Kingdom, and Majefly, & Honour, & Glory. 
Hence tis ſaid, Prov. 8. 15. By me Kings ren. 


For me Kings reign, ſo ſome read it; and if we 
ſhonld read it fo, it may teach the Kings of the 

{ Farth, that they ought to rule for GOD, and im- 
prove their Authority to His Glory. Some read it, 
in ne, that is, in the Exalting & Ho me 


they ſhall reign proſperoufly : If they bonour 
me, Jui honour them, if they exalt me, I will 
B 2 1 Eſtablilà 


— = 
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Kulers ſhould be Heugfucturs. 


LY 
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1 Eſtabliſh theni: The heſt way for Kings, and their 


. to floiirifh is to ſerve the Loan: [65 
Bur we read it, By he; that Is, not metrly by A 
Divine Permiiſion, but by Divine Oydination, and be 
Appoinrment : Whether Kingdoms be Hereditary, Se 
or Elettive; yet the Powers thut he, ait ordained of | or 
GOD. The Eternal King has an uncontroulable | at 
right to give the Kingdoms of Men unto whotnſo⸗- | p: 
ever He will; and ſometimes He ſets over them | th 
the baſeſt of Men, to the intent that Men may know 
that tlie Moſt High does rule, that Dominion is not | tif 
founded in Grace, and that the Gifts of Providence | ſt: 
are Uiſpenſed by a bovereign hands So ſometimes | Ju 
GOD Bfeerb aß the poor. our of the daft, and raifith | ti 
zp dhe beggar from the dung bill, to fer them amans de 
princes, and to cauſe thets to inberit the throne of ar 
glory; for the pillars of the Earth are the Lords, pi 
and be bath ſer the world apon them, 1 Sam. 2:8. ra 


Trts may fuffice for the firſt Proprfition. / th 

renn n 
PO p. II. THE TI exerciſe Authority over | v: 
eV. froald be Benefattors. They ſhould exerciſe | g: 
their Authority to the benefit of the People, that E 
they may be worthy of that honorable Appella® 
rr . K 
Ap here 1 ſhall endeavour firſt toſheiy therein | th 
they ſhould be Benefactors, and then ſhall conſider of 


taeir Oh ligat ion to be ſuch; * 
þ 1. I ſhall endeavour firſt to ſhow wherett they ce 


- 


Jour particulars, - 


ſhould be Benefactors, and I will only mention | to 


2 2 . * 1 . — * 7 
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Rulers [Ponld be Bene factors. bg 9 


ae. — — — 1 - 


(J.) BY miking the beſt Laws for the benefit of 
the Peop'c. Good Laws are à benefit to a People. 
And wiſe Lawgvers are great Benefattors,and have 
been honored as ſuch among the Nations. So was 
Solon, Lycurgus, and others. The making of Laws is 
one branch of the Power committed unto. Rulers z 
and the making of good Laws will be one princi- 
pal Inſtance of their Wiſdom, their 1nregrity, and 
their Publick Care for their Peoples 

LAWS for the defending them in their Com- 
mon Rights as Men, and Religious Nights as Chri- 
ſtians: Laws for the direction of the Miniſters of 
Juſtice; that they may know how to miniſter Juſ- 
tice and Judgment unto all Iſrael: Laws for the 
detecting and puniſhing Fraud, Forgery, Perjury, 
and every bold Iniquity + The moſt effectual Laws 
poſſible, for the ſuppreſſing Prophaneſs, Intempe- 
rance & every Immorality ; and Sumpruary Laws 
as their Wiſdotn ſhall think fit for the governing 
the Expences of a People, the Retrenching the 
overgrown and inſupportable Exceſſes and Extra- 


vagancies; and Encouraging Thriftineſs and Fru- 


gality. The Romans made Laws to moderate the 
Exceſſes of Diet and Apparel. 1 | 

Bur then it ſhould be minded, that *tis Exc- 
ratio that gives life and force to Laws, and makes 


them quick and poxyerfull,and without this he ſons 


of Zermahb will put forth their heads. The Luſts of 
Men are very unruly things, and they that are 
under the dominion of them will run unto all Ex- 
ceſs of Riot: Theſe raging waves of the Sea will be 
foaming out their own ſhame, theſe Sons of Vio- 
lence will not be reſtrained, unleſs the Civil Ma- 

| giſt rate 


r 


— — — — — 2 
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10 Kulers ſboul ! be. 


The moſt 1 honors are certainly due | 6 


Bene factors. 


hro the Lbins of them that work Iniquity . E 


Ld 


22.) BY Employing the beſt of Men in the Admini- 
tration. I know every good Man is not qualified 
for Rule. There are Gifts for Government, that 
are diſtin from the Gifts of Sanctification; 
yet the People wall rejoyce when the Righteous 
are in Authority. If Rulers are ſtrangers to GOD, | 
to CHRIST, to Virtue. 9 and they that | p 
work wickech:ſs are ſer up, and Men of the moſt G 
Loyal and Religious Principles, thrd unreaſonable | 4; 
rejudices laid afide, it can't be for the Honor of * 
GOD, for the Intereſt of a People, nor for the glory | +1 
of the Government. When Solomon ſaw folly ſerin | 
great digni ), he ſays it was an Error: Eccl. 10.5. t 


. 


to Men of Merit, to ſuch as have diſtinguiſh'd 7 
themſelves by their Virtue, their Loyalty, their ir 
Fidelity; by their noble and generous Service for | q 
the Publick ; their good deeds ſhould not be for- | a 
gotten, their names ought to be in everlaſting res uf 
membrance. The Laws of Honour, of Juſtice, and 
of Gratitude oblige hereunto. The Roman greats | x: 
neſs was much owing to their Honor and Juſtice g1 
herein: And the Per ien Monarchs kept a Regiſter | 

Book of the Nantes of the Benefactors, that Honor 2 
might be done them accordingly, Eſth. 6. And he | p 
that deprives, Men of the honor due to Virtue, de- | 6; 
prives them of Victue it felf, ſays Caro. And on | 
the other hand, when Perſons have rendred them- | 
ſelves unworthy of the Publick Truſt, by their ca 
meaneſs, their mercinarineſs, their baſeneſs: by 857 

| | | their 


or fa. 3. 


T 


Nonne 


unto our Fathers. 


Rulers ſhould be Henefactors. 11 
their looſe principles, and their corrupt and coye ! 


tous practices; they ſhould not have the Publick 


Countenance.z they ſhould have no Opportunity 
put into their hands to go off with the ſpoil of their 
opprefled Neighbours; they will tranſgreſs for a 
piece of - bread. They ſhould therefore break the 
74 K of the wicked, and plugk tbe ſhoil aut of their 
(83. ) B ſeitine the beſt Examples before 4% 
Peep e. Good Examples may do a great deal of 
Good. The Examples of Rulers will —= likely to 
have a great deal of Influence, when they arg 
Men of Virtue, Probity and Goodneſs, and exce 

therein. Their bright and ſhining Examples wall 
enlighten & influence others. But when Rulers are 
the - Rulers of Sodom, the People will be the People 
of Gomorrah. If a Ruler bearken to lies, all bis 


ſervants are wicked, They ſhould not therefore 


indulge themſelves in any thing that is mean, ſor» 
did, or diſnonourable. Its pity that Men of Honor 
and Diſt inction in the World, ſhould bring a ſtain 
upon all their Glory by a ſordid, Indulgence unto 
any baſe Luſt, or tarniſh the brightpefs of their Cha- 
rater with ſome ſuch Exception as that, or cne 3 


. 


great deal worſe than that, 2 Kings J. 1 
( 4. ) Bl doing what they can io ec and Fro- 
mote the true Religion. Religion js the Life of 3 
People, and by taking care of that we ſhall prolong 
or days in tbe land, which the Loxp GOD gave 


II is the Serengeb of à People, and by taking 


care of that, Rulers will be the Strepgth, and the 


Stability of our times,, 17 


RO EN Rr RI ee EY Or 


12 Rulers ſhould he Bages. 1 


"Ta T 2 "he" Safety of a People, and b ling 
care of that, we- Ma de e the by takin 
the Almighty, And in the Day when it Thall revive 
4s flouriſh, even in that Day ſhall this Song be 
fung in the Fand, e have aft fiiong 5 Salvation 
will God appoint for walls and jon bukrark ys 
"IT is the Glory of a People, and it wil] milky. 
us big D in name, and in praj/e, and in honour 496 


4%. Feople. \Righteouſ? nefs exalteth a narion, bus 


fin is a refroaph unto any beople,” L. * 
"Rex tGrov, has botft a 10 ad YON tens 
ncy tg prortiote the Profperity of 's Pegple' if 
eligian flouriſhes the Canby will flouriſh x and 

bo ſhall proſper piterfever we ty n our ſelves 
1 Merce ee will flouriſh,” and that will be a 

benefit to the Cbuntry; our Fiſbery will flouriſh 
and that w all be an advantage; our Husbandry. will 
riſh, and that will be a benefit, for the Ring 
bit tf,” 1s fervrd by the field: then ſhall 'Zebulyn 

70 farce in Dis going Forth, and Tſachar in his tent. 

RLIG ON ends to prep vent and divert Divine 

Fil ments; and theJudgments of GOD are waſting 

| and reaking 510 "They make a Lapd Mourr, 
0 


they cauſe 
ies „ of bis, ax lean, 
8 81 LEGION wt to ſecure the Devise Frefence 
Nl ion 12 nd, the ee GOD with a 
e 


bd King 555 a Peqple; ik GOD leave 
5 they y Gn enge 11 Abe 9 — 

ey £: miſęrab ve Lord hi is 50 
bs. Ro 10 177 5 tirg Jr in? aid ft of* them: 
SIT Os I roy ” firerg rarh 155 i007; Nb. 
23721. Where there is muck of Religion. BIO 
| Ower 


of Facob 70. rox thin, and the | 
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a People, GOD will not 


Rulers ſhould be Benefadors. 
— of godlineſs among 
e them. So that our Religion 


teave them, nor forſake | 

is the foundation of all our hopes & expectatſons. 
This is the beſt foundation we can build our hopes 
upon, bath as to the preſent and future Generation; 


as long as this ſhall continue in its glory, and in- 


creaſe, we may humbly hope for lefling of 
Heaven even upon our lateſt Poſterity; far the 
Mercy of the Lox p #& from ever leſt 7g to ever laſts 


ing upon them that fear him, & õ r. | 
2. Lx r usconlider the Ob/igarions on Rulers to 
he e | 3./'t 901 Taal 


| 4. | | HEE On 1 1 85 6 
(1. ) THEY are Orndained of. GOD for this 
very. End; Rom. 13. 4. That they may be Mini: 


fters ,d O D for goad ; Inſtruments in the han 8 | 
0 


of Divine Providence to the weal & proſperity of 
4 People. This is the End of their betruſtment, 
they ſhould. therefore lay out themſelves for the 


good of the People. z defend their rights & liberties, 


d protect them in al} their valuable Priviledges, 
and when they do fo, they are the light & life of a 
People. They are ar the light of the Morning, 
when the Sun ariſerh,coven aMorning without Flowds, 
2 Sam, 23. 4. They are the breath of our Noſtrits, 
the anointed of the Lord; of wham we ſaid, We 
Shall live under their ſhadow among the beatben, _ 

Bur when Rulers forget their duty, and abuſe 
their Power; when. they 'negle& their care, thęir 
People and their charge; grow. Imperious and T 
rannical, lord it over GOD's Heritage, and are like 
tbe xo Babes in the e of 5 — | 
oppreſs he. poop. ¶ cruſh tbe needy, and ſay 16 10err 
maſter. bring ani let * drink. they are ſo far from 
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14 Rulers ſhould be Benefattors, 
anſwering, the Ends of Government, and from be- 
ing Benefattors, that they are the greateſt Burde ns 
unto Mankind, and the greateſt Flagues and pun- 
iſhments to the World. As a roaring Lion and a4 


ranging Bear, ſo is a wicked ruler among the Fro-- 


ple, Prov. 28. 15. 


(2. THE Publick Sup port i anoiber Obligati- 


tion upon them. For this very cauſe do we pay 


tribute, ſayes the Apoſtle, Becanfe they are Gods. 


Miniſters attending contimually upon this very thing, 
Rom. 13. 6. The bread of tbe. Governour is rom 
that they might Imploy their Time, their Talents, 
and: Powers. in the Service of the Publick. Reaſon 
and Conſcience obliges the People to ſupport them 
if they do attend upon it, And the Lord FESUS, 
CHRIST has laid this duty upon the People to- 
wards; their Rulers, in the ſame Commandment 
with the duty they owe to GOD. Math. 22.21. 
Render the reſore unto Ceſar the things that are Cæ- 
fars, and unto God the things that are Gods, And 
therefore as we ſhould be ready to render tribute 
to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to-whom cuſtom, fear 
to tohom fear, and honour to whom honour is due; ſo 
they that receive it. are verily debrors unto us, to 
do us all the good they can. 5 


( 3.) FA E ſpecial Truſt N Confidence repoſed in 


them 38; afurtber Obligation upon them. The Aing 
as Supream is put in truſt by GOD to be a Nurſing 
Father to His People: and Governours, and ſuch as: 
are ſent abroad by him, into the Kings Provinces, : 
are Intruſted by their Roya Maſter, and He has a 
Confidence in them that they will Exerciſe their 
Authörmty to the beſt advantage of the * 

| 5 56 N 5 u 
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Rulers E 2 Bonejators 15 

— —  —— _— 
But if they ſhould ſeek not their welfare- hut their 
hurt, and dæmage ariſe to the King, or to His Sub- 
jets 5 They baſely betray. their truſt, are falſe to 
GOD, and.diſloyal to their Prince; are;critminal | 
and dee ly gwlty, and forfeit the good Character 
in the Ts Lea, they are under the Oath of GOD, 


and that adds weight & ſolemnity to the truſty and 
they can't neglect their duty herein without the 


deepeſt Perjury and Guilt: The tye is Sacred and 
Deep to manage this great betruſtment faithfully, 
and to them may be directed the words of the wiſe 
Man, I counſel thee to keep the r. Commund- 
ment, becauſe of the Oath of Gt. 
4.) T HESacred'Rales:groen by the- Holy Ghoſt, 

to dived their Admin: ftrations, are a ſtrongObligat ion 
upon them. They have indeed the. Statutes of the 
Kingdom for their direction: but yet they ſhould 
make the Statutes of G O the Man of their coun- 
cel; they ſhauld have a Copy of theſe al wa yes be- 
fore them, and ſhould read tbrrein all the dayes of 
their lives; and they . ſhall do well if they take 
— unto them: They can't be good Rulers; if 
have no regard to the Rules of Righteouſneſs 
dof Juſtice. if they turn aſide after-Lucre:ant 
— Bribes, and corrupt Judgment, they forget 
what theSpirit of the Lox p ſaid unto David; Sam. 
23. 2. The Gol of Iſrael ſaid; the Rock of F{pacl 


Spak? unto me, be. that ruleth ayer Men malt be Just, | 


ruling in the fear of the Lord, 
(F.) THE bonoxrable Titles given to Rulers, 
teaches them they ſhould be Beneſ actors. 
I have ſaid, ye are gods, and GON 1 is the great 
Benelfact Or they are the Anolrtel era that Co- 
> vereth, 


places Where they Rule. He is the beſt M 


FG Rulers ould be Tegen, 


P 
vereth, and ſhould Tretch the wings of their Pros 
tection over all the People 
Trey are the fhtelds of the Earth, and ſhould 
defend th them from all that ſhoot their Arrows at 
em. 
Taz are the Filer of "the Forth, and ſhovld 


fupport 8 ſtrengthen the State, by their Wildom 


and C 


righttous do © 

Ten are Being of reſtraint, #coonling to the 
arginal Note in Fudg. 18. J. and ſho pet a 

thee to the grow ing Sins of the times, by puniſh» 

ing Intemperance, Exceſſes and Inithuities of — 


who reſtrains Sin moſt: Sin does the great — 
& the preventing of that _u do the greateſt good. 
Tax are the Shepherds of Iſrael, and ſhould 


lead them to the ſtill waters, and make them to 


lie down in green paſtiires: . 

Trey are the Heads of the eribert of Itaet, 
and as the head is t6 be a guide unto the body 
fo they ſhould lead them by the Integrity vf their 
heart, and guide them according to e ekilfalneſa 
or their. hand. 1 

Anp thus I have Uideavoited to ſhow your 
Duty, and your Cobgations to it. A 


Ter us pals u the Improvement. 
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Tiey are the Prong foxndation 4 the Earth, 
and if ib und ation 15 overthrown, bar can ibe 
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USE, 1 SEE ebe gal; 
Men in deſiring or acer yr pl. 


Li 15 Mn ip 

es In the G1 
ment. Not meerly to gratify an n Une humour, 
or that they might have the Dominion for hit 


they may Doinineer and Pond it over then, be- 


cauſe they delight to eruſb under their fer rhe 50 
be 60 

& his People, and be Public Bleffin oy | * 
Mes that are deſirotis of Rule ond er 

their Principles, and _ what it is thi Yoveris 

them in their Deſires and their Capaciftet too, 

to ſee whether they * Lei v5 the wh 

deſire. There are aſpiring Ahalomt that ſa 

- that 1 were 4 Judge in Fruel, ànd will careſt 5 
7 te, and uſe all the arte of infintf tion do make 

ntereſt for themſelves”. But glas, they that. 

are fondeſt of places dre nots way the Fact Yo 


| them and it amount to de ATA that 1 


is 6, when we ſee they dop't know What to do 
with them when they have them. 

Wren: ſuch petition for promotion, they may 
be modeſtly end replied fo in the Words of vir 
Saviour unde theſe two aſpiring Diſciples, Te E 


not what ye AR. 


2. W HEN Ralers are Benef iftors, rhe oy Rent 
be rreared as ſuch, and be Loved, Obeyed & Hotoured 
accordingly, A Juſt and Wiſe Feu peur f is 4 Di- 
vine and Heavenly Bleſſing, and when the Erer> 
nal Father commands this Bleffing upon us, We 
ſhould accept it always with all ehankfulneſs. We 
have ſuch an Intereſt and Conrernment in the 


Princes that fit upon the Throne of Great Britain, 


; | : that 
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18 Rulers ſhould bs Benefuctors. 


** 1 


tbat when the Throne of thoſe Kingdoms is fille 


with ſuch a Royal Benefator as it is this Day, we 
ſhould bow our ener unto the Fatber of Spirits for 
ſuch a Royal Bleſſing, and be ready too to bow the 
Enee unto.our moſt gracious King, and cry before 
him, as they did to Foſeph in the Day of his ad- 
vancement, Abrech, which ſignifies, tender Father. 
And they that are uneaſy under ſuch aGovernment 


and Rebellious to it, are certainly guilty of the 


| pens Ingratitude to GOD, and to their Prince: 
d nd et under the beſt of Kings, there are. ſuch 


uneaſy and e contented Spirits, who are difficult 


to the publiek Peace and Tranquillity. But th 


Song of Belial ſhall all he ar thorns thruft away, 


becauſe they cannot be taten with hands; but be that 


will touch them, ft, be fenced with Iron and the 


ſtaf of a ſpear, as 2 Sam. 23. 6. . e. 
Ax when by his Royal. favour we are bleſt with 


Rulers, who are diſpoſed to be Benefaclers to us, 
and are glad of opportunities to ſerve us, and pro- 
mote our beſt Intereſt, We ſhould. ſhow our ſelves 
a Loyal, and a Gratefull People, and teſtify the 
ſenſe bf the Divine Favor to us herein, by obey- 
ing the Powers that axe ſet over us; Let ws fear 
God, and bonor the Ring, and not meddle with then 
thas are given to chane. IOW 2 
3. LET thoſe who are called by the Providence 


of GOD, to exerciſe Authority over us, he Bene- 


Jattors.zo us. Let our Spiritual Rulers be Bene» 


» 


* 


factors. Mhen our S2vivar ſays to His Diſciples 
in the next words to the Text, but ye ſhall not be ſo; 
He does not mean that they ſhould not be Bene- 
Jaclors, No; they ſhould be eminently ſuch. They 


Are 


** 


PS O22 


E ETC ELSE C.CtHCMMEAqALCICNESES SS. 3% 


upo 
Their buſineſs is to Study, and Pray, and Preach, 
and uſe their utmoſt wiſdom and skill to bring 
Men from under the power of Satan, that he ma 


no longer exerciſe Dominion over them; to ſhow; 


them that the Government of CRRISTH is the moſt 


eaſy and ſafe; that his yoste is eaſy, and bis burden. 


2 ligbt; and ſo to bring them to obey the Laus of 


CHRIST, and the Docfrines. of the Goſpel. 
IF you can ſerve them in their oyzward Inte- 


reſts, if you can do any thing that by the Bleſſing 
of GOD may prevent their miſery in a day of 


common Calamity, you will do well; but you will 
be Benefactors indeed, when you ſtudy to do their 


Souls good, to convince: them of the evil of Sin, 
and the danger of damnation, of the neceſſity of Re- 
pentante towards GOD, and Faith in our Loꝶ 


Jesus CHR15T ; to bring them unto a ſenſe of 


their Duty, and into the Love and practice of Vir» 
tue: This is the greateſt Service that you can, do, 


to poor Sinners; in doing this you will be the 
greateſt Benefactors to them; you cannot do them 
| a greater kindneſs; And know for your Encourages 


ment, that be that Convert afinner from the Error 
of hit way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from deat © 
Ann let Civil Rulers do us all the good they 
can alſo. I have hinted a few things wherein you 
may be Benefactors to us. I ſhall not ſtand to 5 
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aſcibe the Po of Iſrael, in the Days of the 


and do Juſtice and Judgneut, and then ba "oy 
| Decays of Religion among a People, has been a, 


of Religion 7. deſpi/ing' tbe Epbod was, as one ſays, 


Fach, and laid her pleaſant Places deſolate. 


20 "Renters ol be Benefadtors. 


peat them, only one thing I muſt beg leave to 


Incetteate, and to Inſiſt upon, becauſe all our hap- 
ineſs is bound up in it; and that is REL1G10N, 


d nothing i is more worthy of your Care z nor can 
any thing make us happy without it. 


17 8 I * 


CAMILLUS did A ppeal to the Experience | 
af the Romans, whether ever th ay had better Luc 
than when they —.— ſerved GOD, or worſe 
than e n Him, And Cyr«s as Aeno- 
pon obſerves, 1 anch the foundation of the 1 22 i 
Bangor not ſo much by his Va/oun, as by a Re/ie | 1 
ious Worſhip of Heaven, and Liberality in the | 1 
rvice of G@D, And does not the Propber of GOD | « 


Fo avg g Joſiab, to his Virtue and his Goodneſs, 
Religion and his Righteouſneſs, and ſets his Ex» 

le ag a Battern for Government before the face 
81 is Sycceſlor ?. Pid not thy father cat and drink, 


well with him? Jer. 22. 15. 
An b has it not always been found, that the 


fatal Symprom upon them? And that there is nd 
furerSign'of a Countries Pbeftruckien than Contempt 


the rot of Sault Kingdom; this was it that bret 
Fadab Low, and laid her even with the ground: 
"Twas this'that ſapt — foundation of that once 
ſately and He dom, and haſtned upon 
them thoſe Con — Tod re Judy ments that devouted 
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' AND T gm ſure if the welfare of this P 6, of 17 
this Country, and of cheſe Churches has wt 
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5 - Rrlers fhoutl1 be Bene factors. 
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Fee — — — 
2. OU Religion is rhe beſt thing ibat ne have: I 
and ij we Iife that, we ſhall boſe our 4; if we loſe t 
that we ſhall loſe our G0 D, and ſhall come to | , 
M:absdoleful Lamentation, They have taten away | *] 
s f 
t. 


my. gods; and what have I more © We may then 
baptiſe our Ichabods, and cry, Where i; the Glory | 
Therefore tho? our honourable Rzlers have other 
things tg take care of, yet this is be One Thing 
nec Hal; and ought to be ſecur d above all. And 
7700 things are neceſſary to the ſupport thereof, 
That a proper care be taken of the M/ niſters of Re: 
loin and of the Means of Educat ian. e 
( O the Miniſters of Reigen, That the 
Perſons that Exerciſe t i Miniftry in your Govern- 
ment be Sound in 1he ſaith, holding faft the faithſul 
wo Sede Teri 1, T. OO Go, 
| MAB1STRATES and KTNGS, as one obſerves | ri 
well, arés to be Reformers of Corruption in the | C 
Church, as well as of Diforders in the State. Indeed | in 
they have no power that is formally and jntripſi- | de 
cally Spiritual & 'Feclefiaſtical, but only objelfively | fo 
{0 : they have not the power of order which gives | G 
duthoraty to Preach, ndr the power of the Keys by | E. 
Eceleſiaſtical Cenſures; yet they haye a power of | th 
Juriſdiction over Churches, and opght -by their | Se 
Eawst&provide for the Worſhip of GON, to root | W. 
out Hereſies, to prevent Shiſms and Rents in the | w' 
Church of GON, to take care that the order of the | M 
Churches in a Country be not Inſulted, and tram» | ca 
pled under foot; and to ſee that all things be done | ha 
teemtly; wad in ordert, J 
Tru are alſo to take care that the dignity of || B. 
the Miniſtry be preſerved, and the Contempt of the an 
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Rulers ſhould be Bene factors. * 
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* | Clergy prevented, that the 17. hes ve bro git in o 
& || the houſe of the Lon, I mean, That jbey who. r 
O cr tbe Altar; nay be abie to live upos ib fActar 
Ihe Proviſion made for them under the Gaſpel is 
. ſufficient, and they have power from . C4&:ST - 
'* | their Maſter to challenge an honourable Support, 
ra Maintenance worthy of the hardneſs cf their Ser- 
Sg | vice, and the dignity of their Office, | and if they 
d | had it they need not prophecy in Sackcloth : and 
f, | the Mean Circumſtances ſome of them are under, 
7 | and their oppreſſing cares, temptations aud diſeou- 
I ragements, tend not to the furtherance but to tie 
hindrance of the Goſpel: tis a means to biing the 
Goſpel it ſelf into contempt, and fill the Country 
with a mean, and inſufficient Miniſtry. . --- :- - 
'(2.) OF the Means of Elac ation. The Nurſe- 
S | ries and Seminary of Learning, the Schools and t e 
4 College; that our Sons may be as Plants growinip 
din their Youth, Plants of renown; aud not wees's or 
i- | degenerate Plants. A Liberal Education: is much 
] for the Service and Glory of the Country 3 and the 
es | Government ſhould take the greateſt care fbr its 
F | Encouragement; that fo the Schools may ſupply 
of | the Univerſity, the Univerſity the Churches, the 
ir Seats of Judicatureand the Council- board. Unlcls 
of | we are of the mind of the Inhabitants of Nor e 4, 
cho (its ſaid, )had theLiberty of chooſing their own 
Ie Magiſtrates, hut took a moſt Exact and Particular 
1= | care that wo Man that could Read or Write ſhoull 
1 | have any ſhate in the Government. 
| May GOD A/migbry bleſs the Hir andthe 
of || Bengfattors of it; and may that Society. ulwsvs 
1e | anſwer the End of its foundation, Endowment.and 
F | Benefadtions, = D 2 _ a 
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Ax p let the Laws for Schools be ſupported with 


** 


rs 


ſuch Sanctions as may break in pietes all the baſe,: 
_ unworthy. Attempts to elude them, by thoſe who 


are no Friends to Bearning: And let GOD raiſe 
up of gun ſons to be prophets; and vur young men 
10 be Nazarites uno the Lord. And may the Sons 


that thie College brings forth, probe abways the Joy 


of their Parentꝭ and the Honor of their Tutor, the 


glory of the Univerſity, and à bleſſing to the 


* 


Country: Peaceable to the State, and Serviceable 
tw the Chürenn. a 


I theſe things bur Rulers may be Benefactors 


to us. Lou have greater Advantages to be ſo, and 
greater Opportunities, than bther Men. You are 


under reatet Engagements, and you, have greas 
ter Encdtrogerrents + The People of GOD will 


2 
* 


- 6 


Honor vou in the gate; and riſe up, and call 


you Bleſſed; and the Churches of GOD will bleſs 


you \ if they ſee your daily care for them, they 
pb ns wank, daily Prayers for you, that the great 


GOD would recompence all vour fatherly Care of 


the Country and of theſe Churches into your own * 


Boſoms. The People of the Land will be under no 
temptation to conſpire; or rebel againſt the Go- 
vernment, and meditate Revolts and Revolutions; 
but will fit under the ſhadow of your Government 


with great Satisfaction and Contentment, and the 


GOD that choſe our Fathers to be His People, and 
placed them here becauſe He delighted in them; 
will alſo delight in yot, and remember you accor- 
d. ug 10 all the good that you hall do for this people. 
Bur if you ſhould abuſe your Power, and go 
over all the bounds of your Duty, & Obligations ; 
.  ___opprels 
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ys ſhould be Benefadtirs. 25 


oppreſs & vet this People, and lay heavy burdens 
upon them, and grievous to be horn, you'l forfeit- 
the gratitude and regard due to Benefactors; and 


„* — III” mn — * 


become obnekious not only to the reſentments of 


the People 2 under their burdens, but alſo 
to the Divine Diſpleaſure; for if GOD has ſtill 
a Delight in us, He will not fuffer us to be wholly 
oppreſſed, and ſpoiled; but He will plead our cauſe 
and execute Judgment for us. As Oppreſſion makes 
a wife Man mad, fo it makes a righteous GOD 
angry. ö 
n EN Nebuchadner gars Pride and Inſolence; 
was grown to an inſufferable heighth, the Decree 
came forth for His Depoſition $ A warcher & a bo/y 
One came down from heaven, and cried aloud againſt 
him, hero -down the tree, and cut off bis branches, 
ſhake off bis leaves, and ſcatter his fruit, Dan. 4. 
This matter was by the Decree of the watchers, 
and the demand by tbe word of the Holy One, to the 


intent that ſuch Monſters of Men may know, that 


they are more fit to be turned a graaing among the 
beaſts of the Field, then to have a Rxle over Men; 
BUT we hope better things of yon our moſt 
Hondtirable Rulers, tho we thus ſpeak, and expect 
_ better e e Re 
Wr are the Subjects of the beſt of Rigr, and 
expe& to enjoy under your Government all the 
Liberties which our gracions Kirg has Indulged 
us with, '-* - 7s Pan. 45 os 
Wk are the People of the Log p, and look not 
only for Juſtice, but for Favour from yu. 
We are a Fee People, and ought not to be brit 
under bondage, nor made to ſerve with rigcur, 44 
Put under ſaws end harrotes of Iron. We 


— 
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Wx are reaſonabir Creatures, and the Rule you 
have over us, is not a Rule over Beaſts, but over 
Men. 4 | 


MT 


| Yer we are a poor, infa Propie, and you had 


need do all you can, to Reform us, an make us 


- YEA we are a broken & divided People, and 
need all your Wiſdom; and Skill, and Compaſlion 


to heal our Divfrong, and make up our Breacbes, 


and if thrò your Wiſdom & Application, we'ſhall 
once again come to be 42 City compett together, the 
Tribes ſhalt go up, the tribes of the Lord, to ihe 


teftimony of Iſrael, to ſhew their thankfulneſs 


unto the Lokp. 


AND O that it would pleaſe your Excellency 


to Improve all your Intereſt at Home, and your 


3 and Power here, to lead us out of all our 
Ditficulties. You have it much in your Power to 
be a Benefattor to us, by your Afſenting and Nega- 


tive Voice; and we truſt you will ſtill and always 


eſteem it your Duty and Glory, as well as your 
Wiſdom to uſe that Power accordingly  _ 
Tae Divine Frovidence is to he adored which 
took care of Jou, in the Years when you 
e your Life in the high Places of the 
*1eld, and covered your head in the day of Death 
and Danger; in the Battel of the Warrior, with 
confuſed Noiſes, and Garments rolled in Blood 
when you heard the Thunder of the Captains, an 
the ſhontings; when a thouſand fell at your ſide, 
and ten thouſand at your Right hand; when you 
went on to meet the Armed Men, under one a 
the 
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| the bravefts Genergls in the World *. not 5 the Horſe 


ri ſhes into the Battel, with a bruitiſh talen 
ar d: thotleſneſs ; but ſtood and foug ht with 
Chriſtian C Courage, Bravery and Refohifion, til 
the GOD of Armies br& you off with Salvation, 
and Honour, and the Glory, and the Victory, 
May t 16. GOD that Inſtructed you in the Art 
of War and n your hands to War, and you 
Fingers to Fight, now He has ſet * you Jn the aul 
Seat of G oor wont here, give you underſf -andin 
in the times to know what” 1fratl ought to do: el 


8 with a Spirit of f Councel Land of Mig bt, of Zeal 


d prudent Reſoluti ion; make Ri bie 80 neſs the 
Girdle of your Lode, and Faithful MY the Re 
of on Regs —_— Fe more and mors . 
Friend a ather to t Count „ a gre lin in 
and Pe tar tg us. 7 8 wy 1 5 

'You- have need of Patichice to bear the /roward- 
neſs of ide Congre gatton, their ( umbrance, their 
Burde n, and 12 LET and of Wiſdom too 4 

go oft and come in before us; and it will 
plea ing unto GOD, * you go unto him for backe 

le giveth hberally, ang aprgider 20. 5 


Axp let thoſe who are to ſtand this Day! in the 
Quality of E/: YWors, do us all the good they can in 
that Capacity, that this Day may be a gdod Day, 


the Hay of our Rejoicing, and the Day of the Glad» 
neſs of our hearts, 


TE. Providence of GOD and your Piinei als 
have put 1 upon Jop 1 whoa are the Tru ees 
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s * Ji Duke of ande. | 
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and 8 of th the People, and you may 
be very Seviceable to this People by chooſing « out 
from among our Tribes, 4% Men, fearing Jod, 


hating Covetouſneſs ; Men of Truth, 211 to ſup» 
port the Authorit 7 of their Places, and equa] to 


their ſolemn Truſt and Charge *. 

op know the Publick * of this Conntry 
are too precious to be put into the hands of Men 
Who are cit} 2 unskilful or unfaithful, who are 
ps y pnfit for Council and for Rule; and we 
bave this confidence in yon, that according to 
Jene Power you-will prevent it: we have a great 
01 DANCE upon Jou, that you wil Heal. truly 
an 7135 0 in this JN inefs.. Ra 

Tot ors once. come. to be under the mar 
Henant" Taffdences of Prejudice, Partiality, Diſ- 
peeing, r any Corrupt, and Private views, in: 
conſiſtent with the Publick Intereſt, they will 
render th 7 unyorthy.. of the Eltforal Dige 
nity, 10 J may ſe the word berg) and they 
oh never give a perfe@ Lot. 

oV ſhould manage that BIR 'Letrifiment 


under the av full View of the ſtrict Account you 
muſt - ne day give A rohr deine n 1 80 


* # A253 » i Y * 
— — 2 — a +4 2 | - * @ - * 


The Catholic 3 of ain, 8 eta, enden 
Care that all places under e ſhould: be F lled with proper 


Officers, that ſhe did give ſtrict Order in Writing, that even 


theCr3ers place oſ ſueb a City. ſuould be * to ſuch a one 
Ten he had the beſt. Voice” ;.and-if Catholic Princes had 


ch care and reſpe& to the quality of Perſons that filled 


up · tho meaneſt Officer; what Care” * to be had in 
ec of Juſtice and of Government? 


Y.. 9 
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ſhould therefore ſit and act, deliberate and vote, 
as under the: government of the beſt and moſt 
excellent Principles. Let the honour of GOD, the 
good gf the County, and the peace of your own 
Conſcience, govern ou All the Day long, that when 
you come at Night to reflect upon the Actions of 
the Day, your Conſciences may have no reaſon to 
reproach you for doing amiſs; but you may be 
able to ſay, that in the Integrity of your hearts, 
and in the Innocency of your hands you have done 
all this. And ask wifdom of. GOD, and we will 
ask for you, that as the day is, ſo your ſtrength 
may be. We will alſo pray unto the LO E V» 
our GOD for you, To deliver you from the ſnare 
of the fowler, and fran the noifame peſtilence; 
That He would preſerve you in Health, and keep 
you in perfe& Peace. We wiſh you the Wiſdom 
of GOD for your direction, e ven 1be i ſdam that 
is from above, which is fir pare, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eqſy to be inireated, full af mercy and 
of good fruit. without partiaſity, and withour M- 
pocriſy; and that this wiſdom may duell with 
" | 
Rn WE wiſh you a happy Temper, Unanimity and 
Agreement; the beſt Conduct, and Diſpatch in all 


* 


the buſineſs of the preſent Day, the preſent Seilion, 


and the preſent Year ; free from all Unchriſtian 
Jars and Unmanly Reflections; free from all 
Angry Reſentments, and Intemperate Heats in 
your Debates; free from 41 Unhappy N- (on- 


currences, and undeſirable Diſſolutions. 
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Wr wiſh the GOD- af Peacæ may 1 
| ven: that the Prince of ' Peace ' may 
among you; that the FPrace of G may 
rule in your hearts, and in your minds; 
Te Nr that Grace, Mercy end race 
Fo be _ be Multiplied unto 2 Fog 
on $1 : This: is the Bf, which 
ed} * - we wiſh you; Wpof tbe RO AG 
28 1060 — of rhe — 22 4 ot 210; | 
iy . People fo, 5 ts 4 ; Lf 
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